4. High-Risk: The bullies are posting lewd and/or severely derogatory state-
ments about you or threatening you and encouraging others to do the same.
Or someone posts “hate speech™ (any words that disrespect your race, gender,
disability, sexual orientation) or makes statements o provoke other unknown

people o stalk and harass you or posts threatening comments suggesting you
will be hurt or killed.

Frequency: Even if this happens once, it is considered high-risk.

What To Do: You should follow every single one of the “Threat Level” steps
leading up to this one. Contact the police with all of your saved evidence. Once
online tactics turn into full-on cyber-harassment or threats of safety, the more
help the student and his or her parents will get from law enforcement w detes-
mine if the bully is breaking the law. Ask for a consultation with an attorney
whose expertise is in cyberbullying or defamation to see whether the written
abuse may be prosecutable. The school authorities should by now have had
conversations with all of the bullies and bystanders and their parents that if they
continue to harass you, they may be subject to legal action. Even if your parents
aren't prepared 1o make this 2 case at this point, the bullies, the bystanders,
and their parents need to understand the full extent of consequences. Because
ugly and untrue statements may still be linked to the student’s name in search
engines, we recommend talking to a reputation management service for advice.
Initial consultations are usually free.



